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vernment to collect the amounts. It is far more troublesome to auc-
tion the property of a thousand people than to send them to jail.
Punishment can be imposed only on a comparatively small number,
When many people act in a particular way, it becomes almost
impossible to stop them. Property may be confiscated, but to whom
is it to be sold? Land may be taken over, but it cannot be pick-
ed up and put down somewhere else. Is there anyone who
would be willing to bid for another's land?
Moreover, those who believe in swaraj  should  have faith
in their expectation about the ultimate result. They should, there-
fore, have confidence that, even if their property is confiscated
by the Government today, they will get it back when swaraj is
won.   General Botha owned thousands of acres.   None possessed
cattle like his* All this was seized by the British*  But he did not
yield.  He held out with determination and, finally, not only did
he regain his property but became the de facto king of the whole
of South Africa. He was coniident that, if he survived, he would get
back his property and, if he died, he would go to heaven. We
who do not wish to resort to violence in our struggle should be
even more unconcerned about our property.   The question will
be asked how we can maintain ourselves if our property is seized
by the Government. If we have taken the pledge not to yield even
if we starve, why should we worry about ourselves or our people
starving?  In this large country there will always be someone to
give us food, and, moreover, we have with us now our beloved
spinning-wheel.   Why, then, should we worry?   When a whole
family has become expert in spinning and weaving, its members
do not have the slightest reason to worry about their livelihood.
All our fear arises from lack of faith.   If we put our faith
in God, that is, if we trust that everything will happen as ordain-
ed by Him, we would never worry.  But it is only when we on our
part have done our best that we can console  ourselves with
"whatever is to happen will happen",  Man's efforts are assuredly
rewarded by God's grace.  Putting faith in God means that, even
when our property is being seized, we continue to give Him our
praise.   If we praise Him in anticipation of our property being
spared, that is only a bargain. God is not pining for bargains. He
wants  devotion  and He  severely  tests the love of His devotee.
He is as cruel as He is merciful.   When He judges,   He  shows
consideration to none. He shows no favour- He rewards both devo-
tees and unbelievers according to their deserts. The devotee does
good and receives the right reward.   The bad man's actions   are
wicked and he gets his punishment.